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18 Augtist 1955 


MEMCEANDUH FORt Secretariat^ Economic Intelligence Committee 


FH(^ t Secretary, EIG Subcommittee on Agrioultore 

SUBJECT { Annual Beport fcr 195i»=55<. 


"Ac Program o£ the EIC Subcommittee on 


195U°55. 


lo Review of the Intelligence Product and tto Resea^h Facilltlea 
Available ?or I^o3ucing ]toteliigenea in the Subcoimnittee^s f^ielS 
of (ioBpetence o 

The Subcommittee on Agriculture by Informal comment on reports 
sought to encourage the production of iiqproved intelligence reports 
in the field of food and agrioultureo It took no formal action, 
however, during 1951».-55 to review the over-all problems of intel- 
ligence productioDo 


2o Programming of Research Priorities » 

leering 195U’=‘55 the Subeoimnittee took action as indicated ’below 
to fill the previously-identified gaps and deficiencies listed: 

ap Gap or Deficiency : To make sound estimates of future 
agricultural production in the Soviet Union, it is necessaiy 
that research on past production behavior be conducted in 
greater depth than has been done in the paste 


Subcommittee Action : The Subcommittee encouraged, assisted, 
and approved an external research project which will go far 
towa^^^ll^i^thi^gD^^Bii^researcl^roiec^w^l be conducted 

25X1 A5ai 

be Gap or Deficiency: "Is the state of Soviet agriculture 
likely to affect decisively Soviet foreign policy and strategic 
planning during the forseeable future and if so, how?" A 
Department of State member of the EIC proposed t^t a coordinated 
study of Soviet agriculture be undertaken through the offices 
of the Subcommittee on Agriculturep 


Subcommittee Action : A three member committee of the 
Subcommittee is presof^tly making a survey of the feasibility 
of this project in the light of the availability of research 
time by ths various agencies and departments competent to 
make substantive contributions to tbs prpjecto 
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Co Gaps or Daflelancy ; Ths Defense Department asked the 
Subconmttee to consider one of its gaps in intelligence 
relating to physical factors affecting crop production in 
Southeast Asiao 

Subcommittee Action: The Subcommittee njproved a motion 
to the effect that the Department of Agriculture is the 
agency best qualified to provide the answers to this problem 
and recommended that fiirther negotiations be undertaken directly 
between G-2 and the Department of Agticultureo 

do Gap or Deficiency : The Subcommittee early in its history 
identified as an important deficiency the economic intelligence 
reporting from the Soviet Bloc countries o 

Subco^nmittee Action: On 8 S^tember 195^$ the Subcommittee 
recommended that two agricultural reporting officers be maintained 
in the OSSRp that two such officers be assigned to the European 
Satellites^ and that one such officer be assigned to Hong Kongo 
With the exception of the last named post^ agricultural reporting 
officers have been accredited as recommended by bhe Subcommittee^ 
Continued efforts will be made to gat the Hong Kong post filledo 

3» Projects Undertaken at the Req[uest of EIC : 

ao See 2b above re coordinated stuc|y of Soviet agricultureo 

bo A request for information on Soviet agriculture origiiiating 
from Mto John Easton of the JCS, addressed to the EIC Exacutive 
Secretaxy has been refezved to ths Subcommittee on agriculture 
for consideration and actiono 

Uo Discussion of Intelligence Research Techniques » 

This subject has not been dealt with formally by the 
Subcommittee during the past yearo 

5* Review of the Adequacy of Available Informa'ti.on and Facilities 
for its Processingo 

No action taken in 195U=55o 

60 Special Coordination Functions of the Subcommittee 

ao i^eoialists from the Departanents of Agriculturcp State, 
and from CIA pooled their information on Soviet crop promotion 
in 195Uo This coordination made possible liar better estimates 
than might have been possible by apy single analyst or group 
frcm a single ag<micyo 



Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP82-00283R0002001 90029-5 



bo The Subeoninlttee reviewed a CIA paper entitled, "Land 
Reform in Iran" a Becauae the paper had already served the 
needs of its requestor and considerable additional work 
would be required to publish it as an EIC report, the Sub- 
committee decided a^inst its pubLlcationo 

Bo Future Program of the SuboCTawittee o 

No changes in the present structure or in the functioning of 
the Subcommittee on Agriculture are contemplated for 1955-5oo 

After about two years of regularly scheduled meetings, the 
Subcommittee decided to meet only as required., This system has 
been employed during the past year and it seems to be satisfying 
the members 0 Each member agency feels that as the need occurs, 
it may ask that a meeting be held to consider one or more matters® 
This has resulted in the saving of time and the concentration of 
effort on problems which the members consider to be of major 
inqportanceo 
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EIC Subcommittee on Agriculture 
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